Civics Terms

1) Alien
a citizen of one country who lives in another country

2) Candidate
a person running for office

3) Citizen
a person with who by birth or by choice owes allegiance or loyalty 
to a nation

4) Common Good
the well-being of all members of society

5) Consumer 
a person who uses, or consumes goods and services to satisfy his 
or her wants

6) Democracy
a system of government in which the power is shared by all the 
people

7) Dictatorship
a government controlled by one person – usually takes power by 
force

8) Discrimination
unfair treatment of a group of people

9) Diversity 
differences

10) Economy
a system for producing and distributing goods and services to 
fulfill people’s wants

11) Equality
the condition of everyone having the same rights and opportunities

12) Freedom
the ability to say what you want, go where you want, and do what 
you want

13) Immigrants
people who move from one country to make their homes in another 
country

14) Jury of Peers
a group of ordinary citizens who hear a court case and decide 
whether the accused person is innocent or guilty

15) Justice
Fairness; the idea that every person deserves to be treated fairly

16) Monarchy
a government in which power is in inherited – kings and queens

17) Money
anything that is accepted as payment for a good or service

18) Naturalized
to have gone through the process of becoming a citizen –

19) Racism
the belief that members of one’s own race are superior to other 
races
20) Rules
specific expectations about what our behavior should be

21) Services
work that you will pay to have done – ex. cleaning or repair work

22) Social Institutions
systems of values and rules that determine how our society is 
organized

23) Socialization
the process of learning how to participate in a group; learning to 
accept the values in a group and learning the rules within it

24) Values
standards of behavior; guidelines for how people should treat each 
other
25) Affirmative Action
steps to counteract effects of past racial discrimination and 
discrimination against women

26) Amendments
changes to the Constitution

27) Articles of Confederation
plan drawn up by the Continental Congress for the government of 
the United States – ratified in1781

28) Bicameral
two-house legislature

29) Checks and Balances
the system that gives the three branches of government ways to 
limit the powers of the other two

30) Constitution
a plan of government

31) Declaration of Independence
a document ratified on July 4, 1776

32) Direct Democracy
a form of government in which laws are made directly by citizens

33) Double Jeopardy
being placed on trial twice for the same crime

34) Due Process of Law
a process by which the government must treat accused persons 
fairly according to rules established by law

35) Eminent Domain
the power of the government to take private property for public use

36) Federalism
division of power between the states and the federal government

37) Heritage
traditions passed down from generation to generation

38) Impeach
to accuse the President or other high officials of serious 
wrongdoing

39) Legislature
a group of people chosen to make laws

40) Natural Rights
rights that people are born with - no government can take away

41) Popular Sovereignty
the government receives its power from the people and can only 
govern with their consent

42) Ratification
approval

43) Republic
a government in which citizens elect representatives to make laws

44) Segregation
separation of one racial group from another

45) Separation of Church and State
the situation in which government may not favor any religion or 
establish an official state religion

46) Separation of Powers
dividing government power among legislative, executive, and 
judicial branches

47) Suffrage
the right to vote

48) Tyranny
abuse of power

49) Veto
to reject, as in to reject a bill
50) Article I
describes organization and power of the legislative branch

51) Article II
describes organization and power of the executive branch

52) Article III
describes organization and power of the judicial branch

53) Article IV
ensures the rights of states are respected

54) Article V
gives instructions for amending the Constitution

55) Article VI
establishes that the Constitution is the “supreme law of the land”; 
no state may violate the Constitution

56) Article VII
establishes the procedure for ratification
57) First Amendment
freedom or religion, speech, press, assembly and petition

58) Second Amendment
the right to bear arms

59) Fourth Amendment 
no unreasonable searches and seizures

60) Fifth Amendment
due process in court; rules for criminal proceedings; eminent 
domain

61) Sixth Amendment
impartial jury, speedy, fair, and public trial, right to a lawyer

62) Seventh Amendment
right to a trial jury in lawsuits where more than $20 is at stake

63) Eighth Amendment
no cruel or unusual punishment, excessive bail, or excessive fines

64) Thirteenth Amendment
officially abolishes slavery
65) Fourteenth Amendment
all persons born or are naturalized in the United States are citizens
66) Fifteenth Amendment
prohibits governments (state / national) from denying a citizen the 

right to vote based on race or color
67) Nineteenth Amendment
granted women the right to vote

68) Twenty-second Amendment
provided that no President should serve more than two terms

69) Twenty-sixth Amendment
established voting age at 18 yrs

70) Appeal
to ask a higher court to review a decision and determine if justice 
was done

71) Bill
a proposed law

72) Budget
a plan for raising and spending money

73) Bureaucracy
an organization of government departments, agencies and offices

74) Cabinet
an important group of policy advisors to the President, made up of 
the executive department heads and other officials

75) Census
an official count of the population made every ten years to find out 
how many representatives each state should have

76) Cloture
agreement to end the debate on a bill in the Senate

77) Constituents
the people that a member of Congress represents

78) Defendant
the party who answers a complaint and defends against it in a court 
case

79) Domestic Policy
plans for dealing with national problems

80) Filibuster
the use of long speeches to prevent a vote on a bill in the Senate

81) Foreign Policy
plans for guiding our nation’s relationships with other countries

82) Interest Groups
groups of people who work together for similar interests or goals

83) Lobbyists
people who lobby members of Congress for favorable action 
towards their specific interest

84) Majority Party
the political party with more members in the House or Senate

85) Plaintiff
an individual or a group of people who bring a complaint against 
another in a civil case

86) Pocket Veto
a way in which the President can veto a bill by keeping, the bill for 
ten days, during which Congress ends its session

87) Precedent
a guideline for how all similar court cases should be decided in 
future cases

88) President
serves as chief executive; making sure that laws are carried out

89) President Pro Tempore
an officer who presides over the Senate when the Vice President is 
absent

90)  Representative
Terms are for two years, a total of 435 constantly work to earn the 
approval of the people in their districts

91) Senator
Terms are for six years, this person pays attention to the interests 
of the entire state as a whole, not just one district

92) Supreme Court
the highest court in the federal court system

93) Speaker of the House
the presiding officer in the House of Representatives

94) Bail 
money that a defendant gives the court as a kind of promise that he 
or she will return for trial

95) Civil Disobedience
breaking a law because it goes against personal morals

96) Civil Law
the group of laws that help settle disagreements between people

97) Crime
any behavior that is illegal because the government considers it 

harmful to society

98) Criminal Law
the group of laws that tell which acts are crimes, how accused 

persons should be tried in court, and how criminals should be 

punished

99) Delinquent
a juvenile who is found guilty of a crime

100) Felony
a crime for which the penalty is imprisonment for more than one 


year, a fine or combination of both; including crimes such as 


kidnapping or murder

101) Laws
rules of society that are enforced by governments

102) Lawsuits
cases in which a court is asked to settle a dispute

103) Misdemeanor
a crime, such as littering and driving without a license, penalty is a 


jail sentence of not more than one year, a fine or combination of 


both

104) Morals
beliefs about what is fair and what is right or wrong

105) Parole
letting an inmate go free to serve the rest of his/her sentence 


outside the prison

106) Probable Cause
a good reason to believe that a suspect has been involved in a 


crime

107) Subpoena
a court order to produce a witness or document

108) Warrant
a legal paper, issued by a court, giving police permission to make 


an arrest, seizure, or both


109) Bias
a favoring of one point of view

110) Caucus
meeting of party leaders to discuss issues or choose candidates

111) General Election
an election in which voters make final decisions about candidates 


or issues

112) Incumbent
someone who already holds the office for which he or she is 


running

113) Independent Voters
people who say they do not support a political party

114) Political Party
an organization of citizens who whish to influence and control 


government by getting their members elected to office

115) Registration
the process of signing up to be a voter

116) Write-In-Candidate
a candidate who asks voters to write his or her name on the ballot
117) Platform
a statement of political party’s official stand on major public issues

118) Propaganda
a message that is meant to influence people’s ideas, opinions, or 


actions

119) Direct Mail
sending messages to large groups of people through the mail
120) Diplomacy
the relations and communications carried out between nations
121) Neutrality
a policy of not taking sides in wars between other nations

122) Terrorism
the use or threat of violence to spread fear, usually for the purpose 


of reaching political goals

