World Geography Terms

1. Absolute Location


the precise point where a place is located on Earth

2. Antarctica 

world's coldest and windiest continent 
3. Archipelago 

a group or chain of islands

4. Atmosphere 

the layer of air that surrounds the Earth

5. Axis



an imaginary line that runs from the North Pole to the South Pole 





through the center of the Earth


6. Cardinal Directions


the four main directions on a compass rose: north, south, east, west

7. Cash crop



a crop that is grown to be sold rather than to be consumed by the 





farmers and their families

8. Census



a count of a population

9. Climate 



the pattern of weather over a long period of time

10. Commercial Farming


raising crops for sale, often on large farms

11. Commercial Fishing


catching fish for sale, often with the use of large ships 
12. Compass Rose



a diagram on a map that shows directions such as, north, south, 




east, and west








13. Coniferous Forest


a vegetation zone of mainly evergreen trees with needles and cones

14. Continent



the seven largest areas of land on Earth

15. Culture 



The accumulated habits, attitudes, and beliefs of a group of people 





that define for them their general behavior and way of life


16. Deciduous Forest


a vegetation zone of mainly trees that shed their leaves before 





winter

17. Deforestation



removing the forests in South America for agriculture purposes

18. Degrees 



units of measurement for latitude and longitude

19. Desert



a geographic region with too little rainfall to support much plant 




life


20. Discrimination



unfair treatment of a person or group based on class rather than 




individual worth

21. Diversity



a variety or wide range of differences

22. Drought  



an unusually long period in which little or no rain falls



23. Earthquake 



 a sudden motion or trembling in the Earth. The motion is caused 




by the quick release of slowly accumulated energy in the form of 




seismic waves
24. Elevation 

the height of the land above sea level 

25. Equator

the line of latitude that circles the earth exactly midway between 


the North and South Poles or 0 degrees latitude

26. Erosion 



the gradual wearing away of Earth's surface by the action of wind, 





water, ice and gravity

27. Eurasia



the landmass that contains the two continents of Europe and Asia

28. Extinct



having completely died out; an species that has no living members 


29. Export



shipping products out of your country to sell to another country 


30. Famine 



a severe shortage of food that results in wide spread hunger

31. Fossil Fuels 



any fuel, such as petroleum, coal, and natural gas that is made from 




the remains of prehistoric plants and animals

32. Freshwater 



water that is not salty, it only makes up about 3% of total water 





supply



33. Geography 



the study of features on Earth's surface including landforms, water 




bodies, climate, plants, animals and peoples

34. Glacier 



a large mass of ice found near Earth's poles

35. Global Warming


the gradual increase in the temperature of Earth's surface over 





time; the warming may be the result of natural causes, as well as, 





human activities 

36. Gross Domestic Product

the total value of goods and services produced in a country in a 





year



37. Hemisphere 

one half of a sphere; Earth can be divided into eastern and western 


halves or northern and southern halves

38. Hurricane 



the name for a tropical cyclone that begins in the Atlantic Ocean

39. Hydroelectric Power


electricity that is generated from the power of moving water


40. Immigrants



people who move to another country

41. Import



bringing products into your country from another country

42. Intermediate Directions 

the directions on a compass rose such as northwest, northeast, 




southeast, southwest

43. International Date Line

the meridian of longitude at 180*; the date east of this line is one 




day earlier

44. Irrigation 



supply of water to farmland so that crops can grow in areas where 





water supplies are scarce or unreliable

45. Island 



land completely surrounded by water

46. Isthmus



a narrow strip of land that links two larger landmasses



47. Landform



any natural feature of Earth's surface that has a distinct shape; may 





include continents, plains, plateaus, and mountain ranges

48. Life Expectancy


the average age to which a person in given population can expect 





to live


49. Map Key / Legend


a box or other display on a map that explains the meaning of 




symbols used on  the map

50. Map Scale



an element of a map that shows how a unit of distance on the map 




(such as an inch) relates to actual distance on the surface of Earth

51. Meridians of Longitude

an imaginary line between the North and South poles that crosses 




the equator at right angles



52. Natural Disaster


great destruction or loss of life caused by natural forces rather than 





human actions

53. Natural Resource 


a useful material that is found in nature, such as water, wood, coal, 





or oil

54. Nonrenewable Resource

a resource that takes so long to form that it can't be replaced; oil 





which takes millions of years to form is such a resource



55. Outsource



to hire someone outside a company to do work that was once done 





inside the company



56. Parallels of Latitude 


an imaginary line around Earth that runs parallel to the Equator

57. Peninsula 


a long, narrow stretch of land that is surrounded by water on three 



sides

58. Physical Geography


the study of natural features on the surface of the Earth

59. Plateau 

landform that has high raised sides and a flat top; tableland

60. Pollution 



damage to the natural environment caused by harmful substances

61. Population Density 


average number of people living in a unit of  area, such as a square 





mile

62. Precipitation 



moisture that falls from the sky as rain, snow, sleet, hail

63. Prime Meridian


an imaginary line that runs from the North to the South Pole, 





crossing through Greenwich, England - 0 degrees longitude 
64. Pull Factor



something that encourages people to move to a new place
65. Push Factor



something that encourages people to leave a place behind


66. Rainforest



a type of thick evergreen forest found in areas of heavy rainfall

67. Relative Location


where a place is located in relation to another place

68. Renewable Resource 


a resource that can't be used up or that it can be replaced as quickly 




as it is used up; sunlight, wood 

69. Revolution



one complete trip by Earth around the sun
70. Rural



found in or living in areas that are not close to cities


71. Slum



an overcrowded, dirty area of a city where the housing is usually in 



very poor condition

72. Smog



a haze in the air caused by pollution, especially the exhaust from 




cars and other vehicles

73. Solar Energy 



energy from the sun that can be converted into heat or electricity

74. Subsistence Farming


growing enough food to feed your own family



75. Technology

the creation and use of tools to meet practical needs

76. Tornado 



a violent, spinning windstorm that appears as a funnel-shaped 




cloud

77. Tributary
a stream or river that flows into a larger stream or river

78. Tropic of Cancer
the northernmost line of latitude where the sun's rays ever beat 


straight down

79. Tropic of Capricorn
the southernmost line of latitude where the sun's rays ever beat 


straight down

80. Tsunami 
a huge, destructive wave caused by an earthquake or a volcanic 


eruption

81. Tundra 
vast Arctic plain without trees

82. Typhoon
a hurricane that forms in the western Pacific Ocean


83. Urban
found or living in a city

84. Urbanization
the movement of people from rural to urban areas



85. Vegetation



all the plants and trees in an area

86. Volcano



a break in Earth's crust where magma and other material erupts 






from Earth's interior



87. Wetland



an area where the soil is usually wet or covered with water


88. Great Wall  





China

89. Eiffel Tower





France

90. Leaning Tower of Pisa



Italy

91. Taj Mahal





India

92. Mount Everest





Nepal / China

93. Great Barrier Reef 




Australia

94. Grand Canyon





United States

95. Sphinx






Egypt

96. Christ the Redeemer Statue



Brazil

97. Buckingham Palace (Queen)



England

98. Machu Picchu





Peru

99. Niagara Falls





United States / Canada

100. Washington D.C. is in the state of Washington. 
 False

